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Thoroughly Equipped

Do you believe that the Word of God can change peoples’ lives?  You can answer yes or no and be correct.

Just to say that the Word would change people’s lives could be misleading.  You have to use it

Man is a free moral agent; he has charge of his own free will.  Man can change his life, if he takes and uses the Word of God he will get it accomplished!
II Tim 3:16-17 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

All that is written in the Word of God is inspired of God, was penned for our benefit, but there are instances where quotes are recorded that are not in accordance with God’s will.
Psalms 119:10-16 “With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments!  Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.  Blessed are You, O LORD!  Teach me Your statutes.  With my lips I have declared all the judgments of Your mouth.  I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, as much as in all riches.  I will meditate on Your precepts, and contemplate Your ways.  I will delight myself in Your statutes;  I will not forget Your word.” 
Look at the order.  “With my whole heart I have sought You,” started seeking God first.

“…let me not wander (or stray) from Your commandments.”  Seek God with whole heart in order to stay on track, not straying.  Joshua 1:7
Your motive is to please God.  In turn everything created here on Earth was for man.  The trees and animals where put here for us.  Some people out to the extreme in animal rights.

Stay with the Word of God, it is our guideline.

Seek the Lord with all of your heart, doesn’t mean we don’t have fun.  We can go catch a fish or rope after church.  Some grew up with the teaching of, “If it was fun it was sin.”
“Let me not wander or stray from the commandments”  You must know the commandments in order to know what not to stray from!

The “Love” commandment from Jesus in the New Testament takes care of the Ten Commandments.  If you love your neighbor, you would not shoot him.
Luke 6:46  "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do the things which I say?  Pretty profound statement here!
Simple and straight forward.  If Jesus is your Lord, you should be under His authority and you should obey what He says!

Luke 6:47-49 “Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like:  He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock.  But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great."  
When a person hears the message and ignore what is taught, the rejection of God’s Word causes hardness of the heart!  

All of the Egyptian plagues were of the Egyptian Gods, he just gave them plenty.  They worshiped frogs, they got plenty of them, they worshiped the Nile, and it was turned to blood and on and on.  The Pharaoh rejected God’s Word and each time his hardened heart just got worse.

If you put wax on the side walk in the sun it will soften.  If you put clay on the sidewalk it will harden.  Because of the material of the heart it will either soften or harden.  It is better to hear the Word and act on it than to hear the truth and reject it.  It will be the opposite effect of what the Word was sent, to be a benefit to you!
Pray that un-believers receive the Word the first or second time they receive it or they will become hardened to it.  Rejection causes the opposite effect!

Luke 6:47 says, “Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like:  He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock.”  It takes some digging deep to understand.  You can hear the preacher, but you can not get it without you doing some digging on your own.  

Rom 5:17 “For if by the one man's offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.”  If you don’t accept the righteousness that comes through your salvation, then you will not receive what God has provided and meant for our good, and that is to reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ!”  This is provided, we have to dig and accept the grace and abundance of righteousness.  Some people get stuck on Isaiah 64:6 “But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags;  We all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.”  
Another example is found in 1 Timothy 2:3-4, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  God desires everyone is saved and then have knowledge of the truth.  A lot of people just stay with the salvation and never get the knowledge of the truth.  

An example is the Hebrew tribes that didn’t want to go into the Promise Land, Joshua told them that they had to go help them take Jericho and then they could go back.  They saw the waters miraculously parted, the walls of Jericho fall and they went back across the river and chose not to live in the Promised Land!  There are people like that!
Are you thoroughly equipped to get the knowledge of the truth operating in your life?  The Word will equip you!
