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1. Read II Timothy Chapters 3 

2. II Timothy was a letter written out of Paul’s concern for Timothy’s needs.  He also reminds Timothy of his responsibilities and admonishes him to give himself wholeheartedly to his tasks.  Paul also reflected his concern for the welfare of the church and gave Timothy instructions for perfecting and safeguarding the Gospel.  Paul urges Timothy to be faithful in the face of hardships, desertions and error.
3. Chapter 3 verses 1-5 Does this sound like today’s environment?  Paul gives us instruction on how to handle this.  Do we follow his advice or are we lured into those areas spoke of in verses 2-5?

4. Read  Joshua 1:1-7  God’s directions to Joshua are also directions for us in today’s life styles.  Focus on the promises that God gives Joshua in verse 2-4 notice the phrasing of the blessings.  “I am giving…”; “I have given…” “…shall be your territory.”  I like the positive God given promises, especially, “I have given…”  Don’t forget the past tense nature of this promise.  Also the phrase, “…be strong and of good courage…” occurs four times in this same chapter in verses 6,7,9 and 18 is He telling us that we are going to need to be prepared, that it will take strength and courage to accomplish the tasks set before us?  Verse 5 is so powerful and many times we overlook the simplicity of God’s Word when it is a verse we have heard many times in our lives.  He said He would never leave us or forsake us!  Believe it and act like it!
5. I can not get this close and not include Joshua 1:8.  This could be one of the five most powerful scriptures in the Bible.  The word “meditate” means to mull over and to pass through our minds.  This verse also denotes an active recitation, a re-speaking of God’s words, thus they, “…shall not depart from your mouth…”  you constantly speak God’s Word over yourself and your needs!  The YOU will make YOUR way prosperous and YOU will have good success!  Mighty promise of God, if we do it!
6. Read John 15:18-21 What does Jesus tell us to expect, will this take strength and courage?  Will you continue to confess God’s Word over yourself and the situation while in the midst of the persecution and continue until the victory is yours?  In II Timothy 3:10-12 can we endure this as Paul endured?
7. II Timothy 3:14-17 contains enough wisdom and promises to completely change our lives are you willing!  Did anyone miss or overlook the terms, “reproof” and “correction,” so that you can fulfill verse 17.
8. Now let us closely examine verse 16.  I am going to give a direct quote from a Bible commentary.  “The absolute authority of the Bible over our lives is based in our conviction that this Book does not merely contain the Word of God, but that it is the Word of God in its sums and in its parts. This text testifies to this, describing the actual process of this inspiration (inbreathing of life): 1) It is the word of the Holy Spirit.  Theopneustos (Greek), translated “inspiration of God,” literally means “God breathed.”  This describes the source of the whole Bible’s derivation (that is “all Scripture”) as transcendent of human inspiration.  The Bible is not the product of elevated human consciousness or enlightened human intellect, but is directly “breathed” from God Himself.  2) II Peter 1:20, 21 elaborated this truth, and adds that none of what was given was merely the private opinion of the writer (v. 20) and that each writer involved in the production of the Holy Scriptures was “moved by” (literally, “being borne along”) the Holy Spirit.  This does not mean that the writers were merely robots, seized upon by God’s power to write automatically without their conscious participation.  God does not override those gifts of intellect and sensitivity that He has given His creatures.  (Beware of all instances where individuals claim to “automatically” write anything at any time, for the Holy Spirit never functions that way.) 3) I Corinthians 2:10-13 expands on this process by which the revelation of the Holy Scriptures was given.  V. 13 says that even the words used in the giving of the Bible (not just the ideas, but the precise terminology) were planned by the Holy Spirit, who deployed the respective authors of the Bible books to write, “comparing spiritual things with spiritual” (literally, “matching spiritual words to spiritual ideas”). This biblical view of the Bible’s derivation is called the plenary verbal inspiration of the Scriptures, meaning every word is inspired by the Holy Spirit of God. (Psalms 19:7)
Chapter 4 Continued next week!  It was my original plan to teach on Chapter 4 this week, in preparing and backing up to Chapter 3 to start my study, I found a wealth of knowledge leading up to Chapter 4 that would very correctly prepare us for next week and a more in depth study of Chapter 4.  Be blessed! 
