Cross Talk

Christmas, Because He Loves Us!

(12-20-05)

Every year I really try to focus on the Christmas article, to be sure that the true meaning of Christmas is conveyed to the great Wrangler readers.  I encourage you each year on Christmas morning to read the scriptures concerning the birth of Jesus, found in Luke 2, before a single gift is opened.  I encourage you to make celebrating the birth of Jesus a tradition in your family.  The commercialization of Christmas and Santa Clause tends to crowd Jesus out more and more and unfortunately, there are some young children that have never heard that Christmas is actually a celebration of Jesus’ birthday. 

In the Christian world it is said that 2005 was to be a year of overflow.  I believe that overflow begins with love!  The whole essence of Christianity is based on love and is forever so simply stated in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  This passage is so profound and so often overlooked because many of us learned this as children and as we mature we think we need to move on to more mature scriptures, but don’t leave John 3:16 behind!  Jesus reconfirms this in John 5:19 when He said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. NKJV”  “For God so loved…” then Jesus gave His life and suffered and shed His blood for us through love, so that we could have a new Covenant and immediate access to God through what Jesus did for us!  Jesus loves us as God loves us and God so loved the world that He gave His only Son!  Some may say “God has never done anything for me, what is God willing to give me?”  Well, God gave His Son Jesus, that is what he has already given, because He loves us.  

We recently received a teaching CD from Pastor Butch Bruton’s church; a lady in his congregation shared a message on love.  In this teaching she said that we should state our faith scriptures, and then add, “Because He loves me.”  Wow, does that not ever change how Carol and I look at those scriptures!  By His stripes I am healed, because He loves me!  For God has not given me a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind, because He loves me!  My God shall supply all of my needs, because He loves me!  Wow, this could just go on and on, “Because He loves me!”

Christmas is truly a season of love!  Spread a lot of love this Christmas season, you be the source of the overflow!  You can call old friends, check on a few senior citizens in you community, take all of your neighbors a “Jesus is the Reason for the Season,” love box of cookies, fruit and candy.  Get creative, doing something unusual for the leaders in your church, your boss, people who might be under you at work, but do it with an angle of Jesus is the Reason!  If there any ropings you are going to between now and Christmas day think about doing something nice for the secretaries and the roping chute and striiping chute help.  On day God put it on my heart to tip the stripping chute help after my last run, the look on their faces was priceless as I told them Jesus loved them!  Just think about how you can make someone’s day better!

God bless you all and may your Christmas be an overflow of love!

If you are reading this article and you have never made Jesus your Lord and Savior, God wants to give you the gift of eternal life right now!  I want you to know that you do not have to get yourself cleaned up, fixed up or changed, you just need to ask Jesus to come into your heart, and He will help you with the rest!  You just simply need to pray, “Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.  Holy Spirit sir, I ask you to lead and direct me the rest of my life.  Thank you Lord for my salvation and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Bible and some literature for new believers.

One of the greatest scriptures in the Bible is Joshua 1:8, it says, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (NKJV)  The book of the Law is your Holy Bible, read it, believe it and live by it!
JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON!
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