Cross Talk

(09-05-06)
 “What’s Next?”
You just roped the fastest steer of your life, for me it was a 5.64, then what is next?  Well if it was in the first round, you have the anticipation of your second round steer, if it was in the short go you probably will be celebrating!  My point is, when you have some measure of success in your life, where do you go from there?
Last December, Clay Tryan and Patrick Smith earned the ultimate prize in team roping.  They became the “2005 World Champions” of team roping, but then what is next?  Are they to go on and break the records of Speed and Rich or Jake and Clay or will there be another set of names on the awards stand after the tenth round in December 2006?  
So what is next in your life?  In my case, after the fastest time in my life, we went out on the next steer, I have a great picture, video and a memory, but I can control what is next in my life.  The same goes for you.  The scripture that we introduced in our New Year’s message and we leave with you each issue are the key to what is next in your life.  Joshua 1:8 says, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”  Please notice that the “Book of the Law” is the Holy Bible and the passage is instructing you to meditate (pass through your mind or mull over) on the scriptures and do what they say to do, then you will make your way prosperous then you will have good success.  This scripture is telling you that you control your own destiny!
I have a good friend that shared a message stating that you choose which side of the bed you rise from.  You know the old saying, “He got up on the wrong side of the bed today.”  He says that it is a choice; we choose what we do and how we respond to every issue.  Life is a constant series of choices.  There is a passage of scripture where we have choices placed in front of us and God goes ahead and tells us which path to choose!  Deut 30:19-20 says, “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;” I love the simplicity of God’s Word, on how He explains it so straight forward.  He then goes on to say, “That you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them."   Love the Lord and obey His Word and He brings life and length of your days!  He tells us how to choose, and then He promises what we get when we simply obey His Word!  Need I say more?
The good news is that God has a simple plan for us, 2 Peter 1:2-4 gives us some great insight, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature… NKJV.”  This scripture is so powerful, it starts out telling us the grace and peace is multiplied to us through the knowledge God and Jesus and through this knowledge we are given great and precious promises (God promises in His Word) that we get to be partakers of the divine nature of God’s plan for our lives!  This knowledge of God and Jesus then gives us the wisdom on how to make the right choices in life!  Meditate on this for a while; it is so simple, yet so powerful!
So what do you do next?  Whether you just won it all, you missed in the short go, you didn’t get that promotion, you feel like your last friend just let you down or wife just gave birth to twins, you have to decide what you are going to do next.  You keep on studying the Word of God to gain knowledge and understanding; keep trusting in Him, He will never let you down!  You talk to your pastor and get teachings on decision making, the power of God’s Word, study the wisdom of God’s Word, teaching on Faith the list is endless!  (If you need help, on where to find these things, call or e-mail me.)
Now if you can not say that you are a born again believer, I am going to share with you how you can change that.  God wants to give you the gift of eternal life right now!  I want you to know that you do not have to get yourself cleaned up, fixed up or changed, you just need to ask Jesus to come into your heart, and He will help you with the rest!  Once you become a born again believer, the promises of God’s are yours, once decide to become obedient to that Word!  You just simply need to pray, “Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.  Holy Spirit sir, I ask you to lead and direct me the rest of my life.  Thank you Lord for my salvation and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Bible and some literature for new believers.
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