Cross Talk

N.O.W.

As a youngster, did your mother ever tell you something and you did not respond quickly enough?  Then she called you by your first and second name and said, “Now!”  I can still hear it in my mind, “Jeffery Lynn, now!’  I would then jump from what I was doing and took care of whatever she wanted!

Have you ever been at a roping and your roping turned out to not be what you would want it to be?  Has your roping ever embarrassed you?  Recently, mine has done just that!  I was down and out and asked Carol, “What else could I do wrong?”  I promptly saw what else I could do to be a malfunctioning roper.  I lost the spoke on my rope, then I didn’t even hit the steer, then I grabbed my reins instead of my slack and lost a chance to be high team back! 

So here we go!  I have three questions for you this month.  Number One is, “Would you like to be a better roper (dad, mom, business owner, teacher, welder, lawyer, doctor, secretary or any other profession)?  Number Two, “Are you willing to work at it?”  Then question Number Three is, “Are you willing to go to extra roping schools, clinics and extra practice sessions to get more knowledge?”

I know most of you astute ropers answered “yes” to all three questions.  “N.O.W.,” I have three more questions for you!  Question Number One is, “Would you like to be a better Christian?”  Number Two is, “Are you willing to work at it?” Then question Number Three is, “Are you willing to go to Church, to Christian seminars, to Bible studies, to Sunday night services and even to mid-week services to get more knowledge?”  Makes you think, doesn’t it?

You can N.O.W. tell yourself, just as your mother did, “Jeffery Lynn, N.O.W.!”  At this we should jump and go take care of those things that we know we should be doing!

I have spelled “Now,” N.O.W. for a special reason, this is an acronym message.  N.O.W. stands for:

New way of thinking!

Obedience to God’s Word!

Worship the Lord your God!

We need a New way that we think about ourselves, about God’s promises (stand in faith for them) and about God’s ability to work through us.  Many of us set around and say, “I just want to do God’s will in my life.”  Then we never do anything. Romans 12:1-2 makes a tremendous statement for our benefit and in it gives us and inside tip!  It says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  This scripture tells us that this is the “Perfect will of God!”  It doesn’t get much clearer on this issue!  Develop a New way of thinking, by renewing our mind on the Word of God, seeing God’s plan for our lives!

Next we need to be Obedient to God’s Word.  Jesus put it simple when He said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” (John 14:15)  Then the prophet Samuel said, “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice.” (1 Sam 15:22)  We clearly see that Obedience is high on the priority list!

Then to complete our three-step message, we need to Worship the Lord God Almighty!  “Why?” you may be asking.  The answer again is plain and simple and it is found in Psalms 45:11 and it says, “Because He is your Lord, worship Him.” That is pretty plain is it not?  We need to also Worship, in spirit and in truth just as is pointed out in John 4:24, were it says, “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

So if we do things N.O.W., we can truly make some quality changes in our lives and we can become a better Christian, you have worked at it and you have renewed your mind by being in Church, going to all the services available and gaining knowledge in what you do!

Friend if you have never asked Jesus to be your Lord and Savior there is no better time than “NOW” to make that decision. You do this by praying the prayer listed below.  But right now, I want you to know that there is nothing that you have done, no sin that you have committed and it does not even matter how many sins you have committed, there is nothing that can separate you from God's plan of salvation.  You simply need to pray this prayer with all sincerity:   "Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.   I ask you to forgive me of my sins and I know that they are now forgiven and forgotten.  Dear Holy Spirit I ask you to lead and direct my life so I can be all that you would have me to be.  Thank you Lord for saving my soul and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Cowboy Bible and some literature for new believers.

One of the greatest scriptures in the Bible is Joshua 1:8, it says, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (NKJV)  The book of the Law is your Holy Bible, read it, believe it and live by it!
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