Cross Talk

(04-05-07)
“What I Know I Use!”
“What I know, I use,” is a quote from a World Champion Header, this gentleman made this statement to me at the 2005 USTRC roping in Athens, TX.  This young man made this statement nine months before winning the Championship title. We were discussing the Word of God (the Holy Bible) when he made this statement.  He had said that he had a desire to learn and to get a greater understanding of the Bible and then in a very bold and positive statement Clay Tryan then said, “I will tell you this, ‘What I know, I use!’”  Just think about this for a little bit, if we all used what we know where would we be?

The bottom line to this statement is “How much do you know?”  Do you know just enough to get by, or do you know enough to do “OK”?  The next question is “How good do you want to be?”

The Word of God is laid out before us to be applied to our daily lives.  God has already set everything in motion that we need to be a huge success in life.  He does not really need to do anything for you that He has not already set in motion!  You may think that this sounds a little strange but let us take a look at the scripture found in Joshua 1:7 and 8. 

 In this setting Moses has past on and God is turning the leadership of the Hebrew children over to Joshua and God is imparting His divine direction directly to Joshua.  If you remember when Moses sent the twelve spies into the Promised Land, ten of them had negative reports and Joshua and Caleb had positive reports.  So now that Joshua is in the leadership position God tells him in verse seven “Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.”  God is telling him that it will take strength and courage, it is not going to be easy, but when you do “all of the Law of Moses” the Word of God, the Holy Bible, and you do not turn from it, which means that there will be opportunities to turn from God’s Word.  So in summary, do it God’s way and you will prosper wherever you go!

Now if you or Joshua did not get it in verse seven, God restates things in verse eight in even a more clear and dynamic way when He says, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”  The “Book of the Law” is the Holy Bible and this tells us that if we speak the “Word of God” and if we mull it over in our minds and study on it and then when we do what it says our promise is that we will make our way prosperous and we will have good success!  The choice is ours!  No body can do it for us; no body can choose it for us.

Once we know it, we must put it into action, James 2:20 says, “…faith without works is dead.”  We must put action to the knowledge that we have.  You can learn how to finish concrete, but if you never get down and use the tools and do the work, your pile of concrete will just turn into a useless pile of rubble.

Take what you know, apply it in faith, live it, walk it, work it and watch God fulfill His promises in your life.

Clay Tryan made this famous quote, but he had to live it, had had to apply it and he had to not give up and  not give in to see his success come to pass.  My news for you is that Clay is not through learning and brother Travis is not through learning.  I am blessed to get to see these to young men grow spiritually and watch them apply the Word of God to their daily lives, to their roping and to their businesses.  What they know, they use!  It is simply God’s Word alive and well in their lives!  (Had Travis won the tenth round of the 2006 NFR he would have won his first World championship, he was second!)   I would call this “Good success” that is promised in Joshua 1:8!
Do you know where you are going to spend eternity?  In all honesty, it will be heaven or hell, you get to choose!  If you choose heaven, then you must confess Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  You just simply need to pray, “Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.  Holy Spirit sir, I ask you to lead and direct me the rest of my life.  Thank you Lord for my salvation and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Bible and some literature for new believers.

I would like to offer you a form of Bible Study.  We conduct a Tuesday night Bible study called “Real Life” for the local college students and anyone interested in coming.  We are blessed to have students come from the Weatherford College, Tarleton State University and Ranger College rodeo teams as well some PRCA ropers and other families.  I would like to make available to you these Bible studies through e-mail.  Not all of the teachings are adaptable to e-mail, but the ones that are, we will send to you.   If you will e-mail and tell me you would like to be added to the list, these will be sent to you.
One of the greatest scriptures in the Bible 2 Peter 1:2-3 and it says, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue…”  You see it is “in the knowledge” and “through the knowledge” of God, that you grow spiritually.  Study your Bible, don’t just read it, dig into the meanings that God has buried in His Word!
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