ROPIN' for JESUS
Time for God?
(4-05)

Have you ever laid in bed in the morning thinking about what all you had to do for that day?  Where you basic plans in place on what was to be accomplished and how to meet the time frames of the day?  It does not matter if you work and eight to five job, if you are a student, if you are self employed or if you have a boss who has laid out each detail of your day, sometimes all the plans in the world get wiped out it just a moment or two.

This morning we had a horse chiropractor coming, we needed to finish packing the trailers for the Junior Pro Camp, and I had the April articles magazine articles to write and to leave for Caddo Mills around 3:00 P.M.  I got up and went to feed and my rope horse Doc would not come up out of the bottom for feed, which is highly unusual!  One of our two year old fillies, Cowgirl, was standing down by him and neither one of them were attempting to come to be fed.  I was practically being mauled by five other two-year olds.  Doc would start then just stop.  I saw that he walked far enough to know that he was not crippled, hurting or hung up in something.  Cowgirl is usually one of the first horses to come in to be fed and I am about a hundred yards up the hill from them and they see and hear me but nothing is happening and I notice she has never moved.  They are standing in some pecan trees that have some brush around the trunks, and then I notice something strange just a few feet away from Cowgirl.  I started walking down the hill to get a better look and I recognize the strange object, it was the “Hot Heels” roping machine, upside down and Cowgirl is tied to by her right hind leg!  

I had pulled the Hot Heels from the arena to the semi-truck so we could loaded it prior to departure for Caddo Mills, TX.  Apparently around 6:30 A.M. I had heard a noise as Cowgirl drug the roping machine past our bedroom.  She had stepped into the loop on the tow rope of the roping machine and had relocated the Hot Heels about three hundred yards.  She had hit the empty gas and diesel cans we had stored and they were scattered all over.  In route the machine turned over and broke a back leg off of the machine, (three inches of tough laminated wood), then got hung up in the brush.  I took some pruning shears to cut the rope and release her from that outlaw steer to which she had been tied!  The filly was a little sore, but not seriously injured.  Needles to say the rest of the day got behind, and to make a long story short, it is 4:00 P.M. and I am still writing articles and there are still two to go!

The moral of this story is not only to make sure a horse can never again get caught in the tow rope, but through all of the hustle and bustle, I lost my “God Time” that I usually take right after I feed in the mornings.  My Bible reading, worship and prayer time did not get accomplished.  I must contend with all earnestly to get it in before I go to bed.  Here I am, getting ready for a three day Christian Camp and I have to fight for my “God Time!”

Then I get reminded of John 10:10, which says, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (NKJV)  These letters where written in red meaning a direct quote from Jesus!  Yes the enemy will do his very best to steal our “God Time,” especially at crucial times in our lives when we need to be prepared for the day of battle.  I will confess to you that during the writing of this article, I slipped off and restored some of my “God Time.”  Then, right after I started writing again, I got a phone call telling me that my old alma mater, Oklahoma State is playing Kansas in the Big 12 Conference tournament on TV!  I am a big OSU Cowboy basketball fan, but it is only in the first half, so there is time to watch after I complete this article!  I think that it is interesting how many things can distract us from our “God Time” and the work that we are called to do!  The Holy Spirit just reminded me of a scripture in Joshua that says, “…choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve… But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." (Josh 24:15 NKJV)  We must constantly choose what we are going to do.  It is up to ourselves and no one else to make the God kind of decisions that will keep us on track spiritually and morally.  Once I get my work done, I can watch the ball game as I finish packing.  There is nothing wrong with basketball, roping, other sports or many of the other diversions that come around, we just need to make the God kind of decisions on when we participate, shut it off, walk away or chose a better route!  
There will be more distractions! I hope no more fillies get caught in the Hot Heels tow rope.  Other things will try interrupt our days, our plans and our “God Times”, It is up to you and I to choose to get back what gets lost and to complete our plans for the day!  Fight for your “God Time!”  Then James 4:7-10, Joshua 1:8, III John 2, Matthew 6:33 and Psalms 1:1 can all go to work for us!  Look them up; they will change your lives!
If you are reading this article and you have never made Jesus your Lord and Savior, God wants to give you the gift of eternal life right now!  I want you to know that you do not have to get yourself cleaned up, fixed up or changed, you just need to ask Jesus to come into your heart, and He will help you with the rest!  You just simply need to pray, “Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.  Holy Spirit sir, I ask you to lead and direct me the rest of my life.  Thank you Lord for my salvation and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Bible and some literature for new believers.

One of the greatest scriptures in the Bible is Joshua 1:8, it says, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (NKJV)  The book of the Law is your Holy Bible, read it, believe it and live by it!
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