ROPIN' for JESUS
Belle Fourche, South Dakota 

(The End)
 (9-06)

Just like John Wayne and the young wranglers in the 1972 movie “The Cowboys,” the Young Pro Tour Team 2006 completed their long drive of the summer in the famed old west town of Belle Fourche, SD.  As in the movie, our young team encountered many obstacles and problems, but through faith, perseverance and determination the mission trip wrapped up its last program just fifty yards from the banks of the Belle Fourche River at the rodeo grounds, home of the famed Belle Fourche Black Hills Round Up.

Ever year the Young Pro Tour Team steps up and endures many trials and hardships to complete their mission trip.  This year the wild fires, extreme heat, high diesel prices and multiple vehicle breakdowns seemed to tax our time, resources and patience!  The Team ministered to themselves with the scripture found in James 1:2-4, where the scripture says, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. (NKJV)” The total Team did prevail in faith and patience, according to God’s Word!

One of the most memorable events was after we had held the Sunday morning Cowboy Church service at the USTRC roping in Rock Springs, WY, we headed to Elko, NV to overnight at their fairgrounds on our way to a clinic in Gardnerville, NV, which is just south of Reno.  We ate supper at Hardee’s in Wendover, NV and headed on west.  We started noticing the smoke ahead of us and as the sun was setting, we could see the red glow of a major fire just ahead of us, then the next thing we knew, there was no on-coming interstate traffic in the east bound lane and in a few miles, we came to a complete shut down on the west bound side.  We sat there a for a while then I called Carol to have her check with the Fairgrounds in Elko and see if they knew anything about our being stopped on the road, we were only thirty miles from our over-night destination.  We later found that the road could be closed until early morning.  It was a rather warm evening and one of the trucks that had been idling for a couple of hours started to overheat, so we shut it off, about an hour later, traffic started moving.  We tried to start that truck and it would not turn over.  The Team Members near that truck joined hands and prayed over the truck and prayed for “witty inventions” on how to start it. (Proverbs 8:12 “I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions.” KJV)  Shortly thereafter, one of the Team Members suggested tapping on the starter with a hammer, when that was completed, the truck started!  Unfortunately the line of traffic only moved about a hundred yards and shut down until about 3:00 A.M.  We were shut down for about five to six hours and we got our horses stalled and the Team in bed around 5 A.M.  Through this inspiration the Team developed a mini-class illustrated message called, “In Jesus Name” which taught on the power of prayer.  

This year’s Young Pro Tour Team were very capable teachers in the team roping arena.  Rickey Green blesses each team with training them on how to teach team roping and we use all three of Rickey’s videos as we instruct our students.  This year Rickey, Kelly and Whitney blessed us with dropping by one of our clinics, that evening Rickey complimented our roping teachers on the quality of their instructions.

The ministry of this Team was exciting!  They stepped up and delivered ministry programs that changed the lives of students from Florida to Oregon.  There were two outstanding ministry highlights on this Tour, the first was in Fort Klamath, OR where there were sixty-five students who showed up and there were thirty-five that had received their salvation by the time the week-end was over!  One of our annual highlights is when we go to the Yellowstone Boys and Girls Ranch just west of Billings, MT.  This year was no disappointment.  We are only able to demonstrate our roping skills, then we get to present our one hour ministry program, after which there were thirty young men and women who came to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior!

I would like to thank the mighty men and women, who we called “God’s Army” for their dedication, servant hood and hard work that they poured into this year’s mission trip.  This year’s Team consisted of  Jason Guzman, Stephenville, TX, Guthrie McSpadden, Vinita, OK, Dustin Coates, Didsbury, AB, Kelsey Mosby, Parkfield, CA, Jared Britain, Yuma, AZ, Fabian Alvarado, Hobbs, NM, Billie Jack Saebens, Jerald, MO, Cody Waide, Buffalo, MO, Joe Don Wright, Hobbs, NM, Rosalie Schanz, Miles City, MT, Hannah Hogner, Gordon, TX, Christine Rusnak, Sherwood Park, AB, Halee Hogner, Gordon, TX, Kenny Baxter, Prague, OK, Jordan Mifflin,  Forsyth, MO, Krista Krekeler, Salmon, ID and Rodney Hammerstrom, Davis, SD.  Also thank you to our Junior Pros, Gable Hilderbrand, Bartlett, KS, Nevada Roy, Okotoks, AB, Riley Roy, Okotoks, AB, Natalie Gustafson, Huntsville, TX, Britt Ellerman, Fort Lupton, CO, Bethany Moulett, Huntley, MT and Bailey Spitz, Lamar, CO.

Thanks to our corporate partners who helped keep us on the road or provided product to our Team Members.  Thanks sponsors for all you do!  Wrangler, Classic Equine, Classic Ropes, Master Made Feed, Kelly Harris Tire-Wrecker and Quick Lube, Circle W Trailers, The Perfect Bit, Hy-O-Silver, CM/Cimarron Trailers, Trawick Ranch, Hot Heels, North Star Farms, Lucas Metal Works-Ground Hog, Master Saddles, Ray’s Western Wear and Sycamore Valley Pipeline.

We want to give a special thank you to all of the partners who supported us with their prayers, finances and encouragements.  We had more challenges in the area of our vehicles than ever before, but God’s Word does prevail! 

We also want to thank the producers, local hosts, people who bought our meals, students, parents who worked the chutes and the people that helped with hay and flat tires, you all made very valuable contributions.  May every ones’ seed that was sown into this ministry be blessed and multiplied back to you according to God’s Biblical principles; exceedingly abundantly above all you can ask or believe!

If you are not sure if you are going to heaven, you need to be sure!  God wants to give you the gift of eternal life right now!  I want you to know that you do not have to get yourself cleaned up, fixed up or changed, you just need to ask Jesus to come into your heart, and He will help you with the rest!  You just simply need to pray, “Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.  Holy Spirit sir, I ask you to lead and direct me the rest of my life.  Thank you Lord for my salvation and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Bible and some literature for new believers.

One of the greatest scriptures in the Bible is Joshua 1:8, it says, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (NKJV)  The book of the Law is your Holy Bible, read it, believe it and live by it! (The bold and underlining was added for emphasis)  (All scripture quoted in this article is from the New King James translation of the Holy Bible, unless otherwise noted)

We would love to hear from our readers, contact us on e-mail, jeff@youngpro.us or at the phone numbers or address listed above.  Have a J1:8Y! (Joshua 1:8 year)
Be blessed,

Jeff  & Carol Hogner

P.O. Box 282

Gordon, TX 76453

254/693-8201  

mobile 940/328-3034
E-mail jeff@youngpro.us
Web site: www.youngpro.us
