ROPIN' for JESUS
Fullness of Joy!
 (3-07)

It is a brisk chilly afternoon and Wave M. Ohff is sitting on his tack room porch in an all iron rocking chair his wife had bought him last year, probably the most comfortable porch chair in which he had ever sat!  They had just got back home after another great winter in the Arizona roping camps.  Wave was thinking how good life really had been to him and his wife.  

Since they had gotten back to Tennessee, normally the weather was great, but this year it stayed cold, wet and most mornings were still producing frost and Wave was not used to that after a few months around Cave Creek!  Chuck’s brother and roping partner, Tye D. Ohff went to visit his daughter in Montana and would be gone for a couple of weeks and their next big roping was not until the USTRC roping the end of the month in Franklin.  It seemed like life was good, but right now life seemed a little gloomy around the edges.  Wave didn’t understand why life seemed to be in a little down flow.  

About that time his new Razor cell phone went off in his front pocket, as he grabbed for it and tried to turn it over to read the little screen, the slick little phone slipped and fell from his hands and hit the floor and quit ringing.  He picked up the phone, flipped it open and saw the screen was dark, he then tried to turn it on and it would not!  Wave was a little stunned at how quick that had happened; he looked up as a cold gust of wind sent a puff of dust from his arena across his porch, what a gloomy day.

About that time Wave noticed his wife coming up the drive, she had gone to the Post Office to pick up the mail that had been held while they were gone, she drove up and threw a bundle of mail on the porch, in that bundle were a couple of issues of the Roping Pen, he opened up the first, turned to the “Ropin’ for Jesus” article and the January issue it said “You Win In 07”  As ole Wave scanned the article and a scripture jumped out at him, it said, “In Psalms 16:11 the Word tells us, ‘In Your presence is fullness of joy.’”  

Wave realized that he had not read his Bible since he had got home; he realized that he had not read the daily devotionals he gets each day over the internet, and he realized that it had been a while since he had spent much time at all praying.  He immediately dropped his head and said, “Father forgive me, I know how to spend time with You and I have neglected to do so, please forgive me.”  Wave got up, pulled his rocker back inside, laid the Ropin’ Pens on his desk, picked up his Bible, sat down and started reading the Book of Matthew.

We all have been where ole Wave was, the busy days, tight schedules and life’s complications seemed to draw our own attentions and we let our “God Time” slip away.  Just this very day, these things were crowding in on me, fence that needs fixing, horses need de-worming, CD’s to re-master from Young Pro Camp, arena gates that need hanging, Bible study to prepare for tonight and the magazine deadlines.  I got up this morning and started re-recording the CD’s, started editing the CD’s, got a few phone calls and the next thing I know it is 11:30 and I have not prayed or read my Bible.  I stopped and took care of my spiritual needs and re-claimed some time with God.  There are times we have to do this to keep the world from edging God out of our lives.  This is when the gloomiest time comes, this is when the enemy can attack and we are usually at our spiritual weak point.

A couple of weeks ago a good friend said, “I just received a revelation on what Matthew 6:33 really means, it means truly putting God first in everything we do!”  This scripture says, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”  The Amplified version of the Bible says, this “But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken together will be given you besides.”  Is God first in everything you do?  It takes work, but we can sure get there!

Do you know where you are going to spend eternity?  In all honesty, it will be heaven or hell, you get to choose!  If you choose heaven, then you must confess Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  You just simply need to pray, “Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.  Holy Spirit sir, I ask you to lead and direct me the rest of my life.  Thank you Lord for my salvation and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Bible and some literature for new believers.

One of the greatest scriptures in the Bible 2 Peter 1:2-3 and it says, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue…”  You see it is “in the knowledge” and “through the knowledge” of God, that you grow spiritually.  Study your Bible, don’t just read it, dig into the meanings that God has buried in His Word!
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