ROPIN' for JESUS
Blessings or LUCK?
(3-06)

Are you “Lucky” or are you “Blessed?”  Have you ever stopped to think about this?  I want to share some insights into this topic and let you determine how you answer this question in the future.  

First, let us examine “Luck,” it is a word that you can not find anywhere in the Holy Bible.  This is an interesting point when you think about how deep and comprehensive the Word of God is when using the English language to illustrate so many different teachings and principles.  When we use the term “Luck” it is to either describe someone’s achievement or to convey your desire that they do well, as in “Good Luck” prior to their backing into the box.  When I looked up “Luck” in my Webster’s dictionary, the first definition says, “to prosper or succeed especially through chance.”  The next definition says, “to come upon something desirable by chance.”  Now I don’t know that I want to let my success or prosperity to be left up to chance and if I am wanting to friends to do well, I don’t really want to say, “Leave your roping up to chance!”  
Now let us examine the word “Blessed.”  This word is translated “Happy and to be envied.”  Now that is almost enough to stop our word study and go home!  I would greatly like to be happy and envied in my roping.  We are happy when we are winning and we are envied when we are winning, need we say more?  So if I want my friends to do good when they are backing in the box, should I say, “Be blessed?”  I believe so!  The term blessed is used many times in a passage of scriptures known as the “Beatitudes” found in Matthew the fifth chapter.  Let us examine the Amplified Bible in it’s sixth, seventh and eight verses.  “6 Blessed and fortunate and happy and spiritually prosperous (in that state in which the born-again child of God enjoys His favor and salvation) are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness (uprightness and right standing with God), for they shall be completely satisfied! 7 Blessed (happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous, with life-joy and satisfaction in God's favor and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy!  8 Blessed (happy, enviably fortunate, and spiritually prosperous, possessing the happiness produced by the experience of God's favor and especially conditioned by the revelation of His grace, regardless of their outward conditions) are the pure in heart, for they shall see God!” (AMP)  I like what this version of the Bible says about being blessed!
One incredible coincidence is that as I turned my dictionary open to the word “Luck,” the word directly above “Luck” was the word “Lucifer” and the definitions said, “the morning star, a fallen rebel archangel, the devil, satan.”    This brought to mind an area of thought that if anyone could manipulate chance, it would be satan.  When Adam brought the “Fall of Man” upon this earth by disobeying God in the Garden of Eden by partaking of the forbidden fruit, he turned this world over to satan to be the god of this world.  
I believe that I would rather confess that “I am blessed,” than “I am lucky!”  I would much rather tell you to “Be blessed,” than, “Good luck!”  Let us stamp out the word “Luck” from our vocabulary.  If God did not use it in the entire writing of the Bible, maybe we could leave it out of our way of talking!

Now one last lesson, one of the greatest scriptures in the Bible is Joshua 1:8, it says, "This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success." (NKJV)  The book of the Law is your Holy Bible, read it, believe it and live by it!  My favorite verse from the Beatitudes is verse 6 and it says, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.”  (NKJV)  So when we combine these to scriptures we can learn that when we hunger and desire more of God and we search, read, meditate and do what His Word says, we can stand on the promises of making our way prosperous and having good success.  This is also confirmed by Jesus when in Matthew 6:33 He says, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (NKJV)
Now I will ask you again, are you “Lucky” or are you “Blessed?”  So this St. Patrick’s Day, tell folks that you are walking in your Joshua 1:8 blessings and you don’t need green for “Good Luck!”

If you are not sure if you are going to heaven, you need to be sure!  God wants to give you the gift of eternal life right now!  I want you to know that you do not have to get yourself cleaned up, fixed up or changed, you just need to ask Jesus to come into your heart, and He will help you with the rest!  You just simply need to pray, “Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.  Holy Spirit sir, I ask you to lead and direct me the rest of my life.  Thank you Lord for my salvation and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Bible and some literature for new believers.

We would love to hear from our readers, contact us on e-mail, jeffhogner@direcway.com or at the phone numbers or address listed above.  Have a J1:8Y! (Joshua 1:8 year)
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