Headin’ for the Healer

November, Always a Time of Thanksgiving
(11-05)

The history behind Thanksgiving Day takes us back to the day of the Pilgrims and their fall harvest celebration and of giving thanks to God for His faithfulness.  The following information was found at infoplease.com and was written by Damon Goldsmith: “The first American Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621, to commemorate the harvest reaped by the Plymouth Colony after a harsh winter. In that year Governor William Bradford proclaimed a day of thanksgiving. The colonists celebrated it as a traditional English harvest feast, to which they invited the local Wampanoag Indians.  Days of thanksgiving were celebrated throughout the colonies after fall harvests. All thirteen colonies did not, however, celebrate Thanksgiving at the same time until October 17. George Washington was the first president to declare the holiday, in 1789.  By the mid–1800s, many states observed a Thanksgiving holiday. During the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln, looking for ways to unite the nation, discussed the subject and in 1863 he gave his Thanksgiving Proclamation, declaring the last Thursday in November a day of thanksgiving.  In 1939, 1940, and 1941 Franklin D. Roosevelt, seeking to lengthen the Christmas shopping season, proclaimed Thanksgiving the third Thursday in November. Controversy followed, and Congress passed a joint resolution in 1941 decreeing that Thanksgiving should fall on the fourth Thursday of November, where it remains.”
The following is the declaration of George Washington mentioned above and was the very first proclamation by a United States president: “Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor; and Whereas both Houses of Congress have, by their joint committee, requested me to "recommend to the people of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness:"”  President George Washington, October 3, 1789
This brief history lesson brings me to be even more thankful for living in the Godliest nation, but we have regressed from the early years.  It is a shame that our Congress has removed God from our classrooms and high school athletic fields.  But, “We the people…” have rights to vote and to place Godly men and women into our governmental offices, who will recognize God as the first Congress did 216 years ago when they proclaimed “…a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God…”
You know that this article seldom drifts to the political and I don’t believe than standing up and voting our Godly choices is anything more that our Christian duty.  It is when we set back and watch things happen around us and not doing anything that concerns me.  This summer we had the pleasure and honor of visiting with a young man who worked for our ranch twenty-five years ago when he was in junior high.  He is now a military man and advices the President’s staff concerning military affairs overseas.  He told us as believers we need to pray for the leadership of our nation, to continue making wise and Godly decisions!
A scripture in 1 Tim 2:1-2 definitely backs this up, it says, “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.” (NKJV)  Just for a little extra measure take Psalms 122:6 and simply “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.” (NKJV)  

Now a little lesson in prayer structure, Psalms 100:4 says, “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.” (NKJV)  The NIV translation says, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.”  A similar ending but it really drives home the idea of giving thanks and praising God!  According to this scripture, when we pray, enter into God’s presence by thanking Him, praising Him.  So start your prayer time with thanking God and praising Him before you make any petitions.
Now I know this month’s article is different than most that I write, but this is what God placed on my heart for this Thanksgiving season.  I want to wrap this up with an excellent passage from Colossians 3:14-17, it says, “But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. (NKJV) I can think of no better closing than encouraging you the readers to live by this scripture.  
If you are reading this article and you have never made Jesus your Lord and Savior, God wants to give you the gift of eternal life right now!  I want you to know that you do not have to get yourself cleaned up, fixed up or changed, you just need to ask Jesus to come into your heart, and He will help you with the rest!  You just simply need to pray, “Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.  Holy Spirit sir, I ask you to lead and direct me the rest of my life.  Thank you Lord for my salvation and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Bible and some literature for new believers.

One of the greatest scriptures in the Bible is Joshua 1:8, it says, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (NKJV)  The book of the Law is your Holy Bible, read it, believe it and live by it!
Be blessed and well this Thanksgiving Season!  One last item, just before our Young Pro Tour Team 2005 departed on our mission trip this summer, Rickey Green told them that if they operated in “Love, Joy, and Peace” for their Tour they would have an awesome summer.  So for this Holiday season of ’05, take Rickey’s suggestion and operate in and spread “Love, Joy, and Peace.”
In God’s Love,

Jeff & Carol
