Headin’ for the Healer

“You Win In ‘07”
 (1-07)

The January article of each year is usually where I borrow some of the catchy phrases being used by other ministries to inspire people and expound on that topic with a team ropers slant.  This year I have new inspiration which results from recent events, comments from friends and revelation of how God’s Word operates.  First I would like to thank Mr. Eloy Zamora, cowboy, gentleman and man of God, for his encouragement which came at a time when it was greatly needed!
Most of the team roping world has been discussing the recent National Finals Rodeo and the way it came down to the last round and the last ropers before the World Champions were declared.  It is not necessary to recap any of the things that happened in route to the 2006 Championship, because this year was so full of all of the woulda, coulda, shouldas of this past rodeo season.  My inspiration to write an encouraging article to start the new year of 2007 stems from our most recent observance of the 2006 NFR.
Several men had the opportunity to become World Champions going into the last go round.  The heading end wound up with four challengers finishing with in seven thousand dollars and the top three heelers within thirty thousand, which was only two, go round wins.  You know that those ropers who did not achieve the World title have already examined what they could have done different to have changed the outcome.

My challenge to them, as well as to you the readers, would be in the area of preparation for 2007.  That preparation should be based first on an ever increasing relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  It is so evident through out the Word of God that what God would have us do is to “draw close to Him” and His promise is that He will draw close to us.  In James 4:8 the World tells us, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”  At the NFR Coy Huffman, who does a “Power –UP” with the contestants prior to each nightly event, gave a message on “The Zone.”  Most athletes and ropers have experience the “Zone” when everything seems to be working right and you just can’t miss.  It is a great experience and a great high.  Coy’s message made an analogy between that physical “Zone” and the spiritual “Zone.”  The spiritual “Zone” is when you are in God’s presence.  When you have been seeking God with all of your heart, desiring to do His will and being obedient to His Word, you start entering that spiritual “Zone!”
In this spiritual “Zone” the scriptures come alive!  Joshua 1: 8 says, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”  The “Zone” comes when you do what this scriptures says, but another interesting fact is what the previous scripture said, leading into verse eight.  Verse 7 says, “Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.”  (The underlining was added by this writer to emphasize your part in these scriptures.) This verse tells us that it will take strength and courage for us to be obedient to carry out God’s Word in our lives.  It goes on to tells us to not turn to the left or the right and the reward is that we may prosper wherever we go! Wow, these two verses are so full of promise, prosperity and success, and what must we do to walk in these promises?  Here the Nike slogan has the right answer, “Just Do It!”  God was telling us this long before it was used to sell shoes!

To continue in this same mode, in Isaiah 1:18-20 God is speaking directly through His prophet, "Come now, and let us reason together," says the LORD, "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;  Though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.   If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; But if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword"; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  (Underlining added by this writer for emphasis.) In other words, you are in the “Zone!”
Now when we are in the “Zone” or in the “Presence of God,” I believe that we will be walking in the Spirit, the Word confirms this in 1 Corinthians 2:10-16.  Here it tells us that the Holy Spirit is our teacher; “But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.  These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one.  For "who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind of Christ.”

What a powerful scripture with the ultimate statement that brings us to our 2007 goal of working toward walking in a fullness of God’s presence, so that we have the mind of Christ when making decisions for us, our families, our businesses and yes even our roping!  A few years ago I purchased a tape series from a well known Bible teacher call “Practicing the Presence of God,” this was a powerful teaching!  Just think that if we practiced God’s presence that way we practice our roping, how much better would our spiritual lives be?  

In Psalms 16:11 the Word tells us, “In Your presence is fullness of joy.”  So in our spiritual “Zone” we walk in the Spirit, we have the mind of Christ and there is a fullness of joy, we make our way prosperous, we have good success and we eat the good of the land!  There is actually much, much more than this, so I challenge you to use this article for inspiration of developing a deeper spiritual life in 2007 and watch it flow out over your physical life, so that next year you will not wind up a few thousand dollars short of your personal World Championships (meaning success in your walk with God, your marriage, your family, your life, your business and even your roping)!  Finish 2007 without any woulda, coulda shouldas!
Do you know where you are going to spend eternity?  In all honesty, it will be heaven or hell, you get to choose!  If you choose heaven, then you must confess Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  There is no better way to start 2007 than by making Jesus Christ your Lord and Savior! You just simply need to pray, “Dear Father in heaven, I come before you a sinner, I know that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and you raised Him from the dead.  I confess that Jesus is now the Lord of my life.  Holy Spirit sir, I ask you to lead and direct me the rest of my life.  Thank you Lord for my salvation and thank you that I am heaven bound, in Jesus name I pray, Amen."  If you just asked Jesus into your heart, tell someone about it, in Matthew 10:32 Jesus says, "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven."  Then the next step is to get into a Bible believing church and be baptized. If you just accepted Jesus as your Savior write or call us and tell us of your decision, then we will send you a free Bible and some literature for new believers.

One of the greatest scriptures in the Bible 2 Peter 1:2-3 and it says, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue…”  You see it is “in the knowledge” and “through the knowledge” of God, that you grow spiritually.  Study your Bible, don’t just read it, dig into the meanings that God has buried in His Word!
We would love to hear from our readers, contact us or e-mail, jeff@youngpro.us or call us at the phone numbers listed.
Be blessed,

Jeff  & Carol Hogner

